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The core Allergy in ICD-11 operational team (Luciana 
Kase Tanno and Pascal Demoly), is an independent 
group working for the Allergy specialty worldwide 

and represents the Joint Allergy Academies* into the 
ICD-11 and other WHO classifications. They are now 

heading the WHO Collaborating Centre on 
Classification Scientific Support.   
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THE MONTPELLIER 
WHO 

COLLABORATING 
CENTRE FOR 

CLASSIFICATION 
SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT 

 

TIMELINE 
• June 2018: the WHO has designated the Department of Pulmonology and Addictology, 

Division od Allergy, University Hospital of Montpellier, as a WHO Collaborating Centre 
for Classification Scientific Support, headed by Pascal Demoly and Luciana Kase Tanno.  

• October 2018: WHO-FIC meeting, Seoul 
• May 2019: ICD-11 has been adopted by the World Health Assembly 
• June 2019: first report of the Montpellier WHO CC submitted 
• October 2019: WHO-FIC meeting, Canada 
• September 2020:  

- ICD-11 updates release  
- Second report of the Montpellier WHO CC submitted 

• October 2020: WHO-FIC meeting, virtual  
 

As the only WHO CC for classifications of allergic and hypersensitivity 
conditions, we also intend to establish close collaboration with national 
bodies in order to implement actions for better patients’ care, monitor 
and prevention, developments in research and launch measures in 
order to reduce avoidable deaths. Besides, to extend these actions 
internationally with the support of the WHO-Family of International 
Classifications, academic and scientific networks, the Joint Allergy 
Academies, stakeholders and patients’ organizations. Our WHO CC will 
provide the means through which governmental and nongovernmental 
collaborating parties can combine their strengths to achieve focused 
objectives, avoiding wasting energy and resources.  

 

 

Ongoing 
work 

together 
with the 
WHO-FIC 
Network  

The Montpellier WHO CC main actions: 

1. Scientific-medical input for the 
development and maintenance of 
ICD-11 and other WHO-FIC 
classifications (ICF, ICHI, ICPC) 

2. Quality assurance and field-testing 

3. Education and dissemination 

4. Implementation support, research 
and networking 
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Roadmap of the WHO and WHO-FIC network: 

- Strengthening world health data capacity 
- Equity for outcomes indicators 
- End-to-end data process 
- Supporting and strengthening country measurement capacity 

+ 

  During these 6 intensive days of the meeting, more than 200 
professionals from all WHO regionals joined to discuss and 
share technical and political work, views and experience 
regarding the WHO family of international classifications key 
developments, deliverables and related strategic goals.   

The WHO-FIC Network is composed by: 

• WHO-FIC Collaborating Centres 
•  Academic research Collaborating Centres (such as 

Department of Pulmonology and Addictology, Division of 
Allergy, University Hospital of Montpellier) 

•  Non governmental organizations in official relations with 
the WHO  

• Regional Networks 
•  Members of states and invited guests 

Currently:  
Ø ICD-11 implementation work 
Ø Interventions classification (ICHI) in final round of 

production and alignment with the ICD-11 
Ø Implementation of ICF (Functioning, Disability and 

Health Classification) worth improvement and 
digital alignment in the ICD-11 

WHO-FIC Network Meeting 
2020 

October 19th – 24th 2020 

Virtual 

Valid Health Information in the Digital Era 

STRATEGIC GOALS FOR THE 5-
YEAR WORKPLAN: 

1. ICD-11 
2. Morbidity 
3. Mortality 
4. Functioning 
5. ICD updates 
6. Informatics for the WHO-FIC 
7. Primary care 
8. ICHI 
9. Clinical terminology 
10. WHO-FIC development 
11. WHO-FIC education 
12. Implementation of WHO-FIC 
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+ 
The key priorities 
and deliverables 
pointed out:  

 - Support for 
universal health 
coverage and 
sustainable 
development goals 

- ICHI is now digital 
and will start 
receiving proposals 

- ICF has been 
aligned to the ICD-
11 through the “V 
codes” in the online 
platphorm 

- Ongoing work on 
alignment of the 
conceptual and 
content model of 
the reference 
classifications (ICD 
with ICD and ICHI) 

- The ICD-11 global 
action plan for 
implementation  

- Education and 
training of the ICD-
11 and WHO-FIC 

 

The meeting was opened by the talks of the Director General of the WHO, Dr. 
Tedros Adhanom, and the assistant Director-General, Data, Analytics and 
Delivery for Impact, Dr. Samira Asma. Both acknowledged and supported the 
past and ongoing work of the WHO-FIC network and the improvements in the 
ICD-11.  

Although unfortunate, the COVID-11 pandemic was mentioned as a proven 
example of need and use of the WHO ICD to deliver immediate public heath 
actions.  

The WHO-FIC network, under specific committees, could discuss key priorities, 
actions and deliverables. All the committees and references groups could carry 
on and present the outcomes of the ongoing work. The co-chairs have been 
elected – congratulations!  

This meeting gave us the possibility of exchanging ideas and discussing the 
ways to optimize the implementation process from the Allergy perspective. 
Since the “Allergy and hypersensitivity” section is an innovation in the ICD-11 
framework, we discussed the possibility of using it as a model in this new step 
in to the new vision of the WHO.  The meeting provided us a higher view of the 
WHO-FIC activities and gave us the possibility to collaborate with other WHO 
CCs in different tasks.  We understood the technical lead and need of strong 
political support to the WHO CCs.  

The ICD-11 gains a different perspective, adapting to the new technologies and 
integrating updated knowledge. All the contributions of the committees have 
been acknowledged. The WHO-FIC is a result of intensive and collaborative 
work of different teams and professionals with different expertise.  

More than 600 posters have been displayed online. The poster Global 
Implementation of the World Health Organization’s International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD)-11: The Allergic and Hypersensitivity 
Conditions Model has been submitted and well-accepted. The core Allergy in 
ICD-11 operational team thank very much all the support and 
acknowledgement from the Allergy community and all the WHO-FIC members 
who allowed a better representation in the international classifications.  

The Montpellier WHO CC leadership would like to congratulate and thank very 
much the excellent organization of this meeting, in particular by the WHO staff 
– thank you! 
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Global Implementation of the World Health Organization’s International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD)-11: The Allergic and Hypersensitivity Conditions 

Model 

Background:  

- For the first time allergic and hypersensitivity conditions are better 
represented in the ICD-11 framework 

  

Evidence-based data is provided to contribute to the implementation 
of the ICD-11 through the allergy community engaging process 

regarding the terminology and definitions of the pioneer Allergy and 
hypersensitivity conditions section 

    

- Overall the new Allergic and hypersensitivity conditions section of the ICD-11 had been 
considered with good accuracy. 

- In addition to helping during the implementation phase of the new ICD-11, all the 
outcomes of the engagement process will help to improve the classification and 
awareness of the new section. 

We thank very much all the participants of the survey for their time and precious contributions. 

Tanno et al. Allergy 2020 
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 TIMELINE: 

- Implementation of the ICD-11 is ongoing worldwide: 
education and training, refinements 

- 2019-2022: implementation in the national systems for final 
use 

- ICF: WHODAS and KIDAS 

- ICHI: Medical and surgical classification is stable and public health interventions 
are under implementation  

-  ** ALLERGY in ICD-11 references: 
 https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/j.1398-9995.2012.02829.x 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4405839/ 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/all.12386 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/all.12604 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4482039/ 

https://apallergy.org/DOIx.php?id=10.5415/apallergy.2015.5.4.193 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/all.12834 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2213219816000210?via%3Dihub 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2213219816000507?via%3Dihub 

https://e-aair.org/DOIx.php?id=10.4168/aair.2016.8.4.383 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/all.12945 

https://apallergy.org/DOIx.php?id=10.5415/apallergy.2016.6.3.149 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/all.13006 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2213219816302719?via%3Dihub 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4977713/ 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/all.13093 

https://www.annallergy.org/article/S1081-1206(16)31273-X/fulltext 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5237226/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5301440/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5356259/ 

https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/ocean/aap/2017/00000038/00000004%3bjsessionid=fn3kgo1o8nb68.x-ic-live-02 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/all.13335 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1744666X.2018.1520094 

https://insights.ovid.com/pubmed?pmid=30730395 

https://www.jacionline.org/article/S0091-6749(19)30664-5/pdf  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7211746/ 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/all.14468 
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